
by Olivia Miller

Lucy, a 10-month-old Plott 
Hound/Lab mix, has already been 
through a few adventures during 
her brief life. First, there was her big 
journey to Cape Cod from Sweet Paws 
Rescue in Alabama. Only three months 
old, the pup came to live with Duncan 
Kimball in her new “forever home” in 
Falmouth.

About two months ago a small 
growth appeared on the left side of 
Lucy’s belly near her back. “I thought 
it was a cyst or an ingrown hair and 
didn’t really worry about it,” Duncan 
recalled. Eventually, however, the 
growth began to change and get 
bigger. Although Lucy hadn’t seemed 
bothered by it at first, she started 
throwing her head back toward the 
growth as if trying to get at it. “It 
was inflamed and had turned black,” 
Duncan said. “I knew I had to do 
something.”

He brought Lucy to Falmouth 
Animal Hospital to have it checked 
out. A veterinarian said the growth 
would have to be removed and sent 
to a lab for a biopsy to see whether 
it was benign or cancerous. That was 
unsettling news for Duncan, who 
works as a maintenance mechanic at 
the Marine Biological Laboratory.

“If it was cancer, I knew I wouldn’t 
be able to afford to keep sending 

her for treatments. I didn’t have the 
money and really didn’t know what 
I was going to do.” Fortunately, 
Falmouth Animal Hospital is an 
affiliate of The Sampson Fund For 
Veterinary Care, and its staff told 
Duncan the fund might be able to 
help out. “I had never heard of the 
fund but I got in touch with them and 
applied, and they said yes.” With that 
encouraging news, the procedure 
could now take place.

“They removed the growth and 
did the biopsy, the whole nine yards,” 

he said. Luckily, it turned out to be a 
histiocytoma, an abnormal but benign 
tumor that doesn’t typically recur. 
And Lucy is now “A-OK,” according 
to her owner. “She’s doing great and 
is back to her super high energy, 
rambunctious, smart self. She’s a really 
good dog.”

Duncan is grateful to The 
Sampson Fund for the financial 
support. “I have to say it brought tears 
to my eyes. They are awesome. I really 
appreciate it.”
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Board of Trustees
President:  Patti Smith

Vice-President:  Lottie Austin

Treasurer:  Brad Pfeifer

Recording Secretary:  Laurie Pfeifer

Corresponding Secretary: Lisa Skojec

Past Presidents:  Christopher S. Donner, 
VMD, and Joan Goffi, DVM

Trustees-at-Large:  Robert Bourgoin, 
Christopher S. Donner, VMD, Martin 
Haspel, Danni Jesudowich, Nan Poor

Sampson Fund  
Affiliated Hospitals
Barnstable Animal Hospital - Hyannis
Brewster Veterinary Hospital - Brewster
Cape Cod Animal Hospital - West 
Barnstable
Cape Cod Veterinary Specialists - Bourne
Cape Cod Veterinary Specialists -  Dennis
Falmouth Animal Hospital - North 
Falmouth
Lower Cape Veterinary Services - 
Eastham
New England Veterinary Oncology 
Group
Oceanside Animal Hospital – Sandwich
VCA Pleasant Bay Animal Hospital -  
East Harwich
Vineyard Veterinary Clinic - Edgartown

____________________
Veterinary Advisor: Lilan Hauser, DMV

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT:

SAMPSON FUND  
MISSION STATEMENT

To provide financial assistance 
for the rehabilitative veterinary 
treatment of critically ill or injured 
dogs and cats whose caregivers 
cannot afford treatment or who are 
found without known caregivers, 
thereby offering an alternative 
to euthanasia and preserving 
the unique emotional, social and 
beneficial bonds that tie animals 
and humans together.

For further information about 
The Sampson Fund, please visit our 
website at www.sampsonfund.org

Dear Friends,
What a wonderful summer to spend with your pets.   I hope you had many 

joyful moments with your four-footed friends.
Our dog washes in July, August and October were hugely successful thanks 

to professional groomer Randi Moberg, who volunteers her time and skill to 
wash all dogs …  big or small, hairy or sleek.  And a big thanks goes to our 
volunteers, who towel dry the dogs and meet and greet the dog owners.

Vicki Shaw, Cape Cod Veterinary Specialists hospital administrator, chaired 
the Fall Plants For Pets Sale in Buzzards Bay.  Thanks to donors, volunteers and 
customers, $2,000 was raised for The Sampson Fund.

Looking ahead to 2016, we will be celebrating 30 years of helping Cape 
Cod dogs and cats receive critical veterinary care.  And there will be plenty of 
celebrating.  In response to many requests, we will once again host a Birdhouse 
and More Auction on Sunday, April  3, 2016.  

The date for the Spring Plants For Pets Garden Event is Saturday, May 14.
This popular event just gets better each year.  Chair Irene Cooper has already 

come up with some new ideas for the 2016 event.
And finally, why not include “volunteering for The Sampson Fund” on your 

New Year’s resolution list?  We can always use help, whether it’s a large or small 
commitment of time.  And you will be helping pets and their people.  Contact 
Danni at dannij240@comcast.net, 508-737-4431 or Nan at nanpoor@verizon.net, 
508-432-0742.

Best wishes for a happy holiday season and a joyous new year.
       Patti

P.O. Box 1756, Orleans, MA 02653
www.sampsonfund.org

508-240-7387

Like us on Facebook.  Help us reach 500 likes before the end 
of the year.  We need fewer than 50 more likes to make it.

The Sampson Fund For Veterinary Care  

is grateful for the support of:

The Grace W. Allsop Foundation – The Zachary Fund

Joan Bentinck-Smith Charitable Foundation

The Bryce Family Foundation

Caithness Foundation

The Carson Family Foundation

Marian Craig Leers Charitable Trust

The Mary-Louise Eddy and Ruth N. Eddy Foundation

The Katz Family Foundation

The Kristen Elizabeth Davis Memorial Endowment Fund

The Hess and Helyn Kline Foundation

The Thomas C. McGowan Fund For Animals through  
The Cape Cod Foundation



Join The Fun…
Pet Photos  
With Santa

Saturday, December 5, from 9 to noon
VCA Pleasant Bay Animal Hospital
Route 137 and Queen Anne Road

East Harwich

Join the Christopher 
S. Donner Society

The Society provides special 
recognition for those members who 
have included The Sampson Fund 
For Veterinary Care in their long-
term plans through bequests or 
other deferred-giving arrangements.

Christopher S. Donner, VMD, 
former director of Pleasant Bay 
Animal Hospital, founded The 
Sampson Fund For Veterinary Care 
in 1986 and remains an active 
member of The Sampson Fund 
Board of Trustees.

Please contact us at 
sampsonfund@yahoo.com or visit 
our website at www.sampsonfund.
org for a Christopher S. Donner 
Society membership form.

Members of the  
Christopher S. Donner Society:

Mr. Robert Bourgoin

Ms. Ann Donner

Dr. & Mrs. Martin V. Haspel

Ms. Patti Smith

The Sampson Fund  
For Veterinary Care

Annual Meeting
Thursday, December 3, 6:30 p.m.

Brewster Police Station, Route 124
Everyone is welcome.

A Big Thank You To…
Vicki Shaw and Cape Cod Veterinary Specialists-Buzzards Bay

for hosting the Fall Plants For Pets Garden Sale

Also we are grateful to:
Agway

Kristin Anderson
Barnstable County  

Sheriff’s Department
Jess Bird

Nancy Bishop
Marjorie Brown

Irene Cooper
Daena Crossman

Donovan Construction
Fergus & Bean
Lorna Ferreira
Greener Image
Charlie Henry
Anne Kivelhan

Lagadinos Building & Design
Landscape Unlimited

Norma MacLeod

Mezzaluna
Katie Mitchell
New England  

Veterinary Oncology Group
Brad Pfeifer

Laurie Pfeifer
Peter Pometti

Nan Poor
Katie Ritchie
Melissa Root

Sandy’s Restaurant
Lyle, Nancy and Nick at Santander Bank

Shaw Woodworking
Melissa Sicard

Patti Smith
Starbucks
Elsa Vieira

Charlie Wilson

You can support 
The Sampson Fund 
through iGive.com!  

iGive.com is a free service to causes 
and their members.  The Sampson Fund 
For Veterinary Care is a designated 
cause.

Online retailers donate a 
percentage of every sale to the cause 
YOU choose!  The more members who 
choose The Sampson Fund as their 
cause, the more funds we  receive.  With 
the holidays coming soon, this is the 
perfect time to sign up.
•   iGive really is as simple as it sounds.  

Sign up, download the iGive button 
and shop away!

•   There are no costs, obligations, nor 
hidden fees.

•   You don’t need to enter a code or 
notify a store or iGive. Once you 
download the iGive button, it’s all 
automatic!

One of our members has generated 
nearly $100 in a year just by shopping 
as she normally would.  Imagine, if 20 
members signed up and shopped, we’d 
receive $2,000 – and that could cover 
one hospital for a month!

For more information, go to  http://
support.igive.com/kb/a115/how-igive-
works.aspx

   Pet Postings…
•   Cape Cod Veterinary Specialists in 

Buzzards Bay and Dennis are open 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week for 
emergency care.

•   Dr. William Kaser has returned 
to Brewster Veterinary Hospital.  
Veterinary Associates of Cape 
Cod and Dr. Kaser have recently 
acquired the hospital, and you’ll 
again see the friendly and familiar 
faces there that you’ve grown to 
love.



P.O. Box 1756
Orleans, MA 02653

Please detach and return to:  The Sampson Fund For Veterinary Care, P.O. Box 1756, Orleans, MA 02653

The Sampson Fund MEMBERSHIP FORM

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone number:  _________________________________________________________________________________

Email address: ______________________________________________________________________________________

(Your email address will be used only for communications from The Sampson Fund)

Type of Membership:   ___Member ($25)  ___Sponsor ($50)  ___Patron ($100)  ___Group ($300)  ___Other

 My check (payable to The Sampson Fund) is enclosed: $_________________

 Please charge my contribution $____________________  to:      Visa     Mastercard      American Express

Account#________________________________________  Exp. Date_____________  3-digit code___________ 

Name as appears on card___________________________  Signature__________________________________

 The Sampson Fund For Veterinary Care is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization.  Your donation is tax deductible. 


